
 

Chairman’s report. November 2018 

The year began on 18th November with our Conference, held in the elegant setting of the De Vere Wokefield Estate 
near Reading.  Once again, the varied programme of speakers provided entertainment and enlightenment. 
 
Our 2017 AGM was held during Conference and gave an opportunity to thank Past-Chairman, Dr Edwin Swarbrik for 
his years of work on behalf of the Association and to thank Dr Nuala Dunne who completed her term as Full Member 
of Council. Dr Megan Hardman was elected as Vice-Chairman and Dr Katharine Hartington as Full Member on 
Council 
 
For the first Conference talk we welcomed Simon Eastwood, a Solicitor with a special interest and expertise in 
representing medical professionals in sports-related matters and in employment and regulatory cases. Simon 
discussed the many factors that can impact on our relationship with an injured rider. Given the assumption that we 
were appropriately trained, and always kept meticulous contemporaneous notes, he encouraged us in our 
involvement with sport. 
 
The next presentation addressed recovery from injury and return to sport, highlighting the improved outcomes at 
Major Trauma Centres, and describing innovative surgical interventions. Nigel Rossiter illustrated his talk with a 
graphic account of his own rather embarrassing injury and elicited an audible intake of breath across the room with 
video evidence showing the pelvic consequences of riding a rodeo bull. The take home message was that target- 
setting for recovery should be governed by function not time – and that athletes don’t like being “off games” 
 
We then heard from Peter Johnson and Jerry Hill – our leaders from PPA and BHA, with a general update from their 
respective realms. 
Peter reported on the results of a survey of Senior P2P MOs covering issues including attendance at approved 
training, carrying own kit, including analgesia, and level of payment received. Some issues will need to be addressed 
as P2P aligns its medical rules with Steeplechasing. 
Jerry told us about BHA initiatives looking at the health, training and performance of jockeys, video analysis of falls 
and concussion assessment. 
 
After a sumptuous lunch Andy Eynon presented an update on the management of head and spinal injuries. 
Andy is a Consultant in Neurosciences Intensive Care at Southampton, where his unit is internationally recognised as 
leading in the care of acute brain and spinal injuries. Rapid delivery of appropriate care is key, and we were moved 
by his enthusiasm.  
 
We next heard from our veterinary guest speaker, Peter “Spike” Milligan, whose roles include being vet to the British 

Junior Event Team.  Team-work, planning and a burning desire to succeed match those in place for the human 

athlete. Particular pressures might arise, not from the rider, but from Mum and Dad, and Spike has clearly developed 

great kills in diplomacy. Competing members in the audience were keen to glean tips on how to pass the second trot 

up. 

For our final talk we welcomed Mr Alan Hiscox, Director of Safety at the BHS, who gave a thought provoking 
presentation based upon the BHS’s award winning road safety campaign “Dead? Or Dead Slow?”    
 
A stimulating day concluded in the evening with Conference Dinner, enjoyed by members, speakers and their guests. 
 
Several bright souls emerged early the next morning to deliver or attend the ECEQE Course which took advantage of 
the extensive Estate grounds to provide realistic moulage scenarios. Thanks go to instructors Katharine Hartington, 
Nuala Dunne, Suzannah Hoult and David Sandeman. 
 
 
 
 
 



The ECEQE Course, which evolved from earlier MEA training days, remains a valuable means of revising and 
practising our clinical skills and teamworking. However, there have always been discussions about its place as a one-
day, non-accredited course. The MEA is currently in discussion with representatives of the British Horseracing 
Authority, the Point to Point Authority and British Eventing to consider developing a comprehensive, equestrian 
orientated, pre-hospital trauma course to satisfy training requirements and meet the needs of all equestrian doctors. 
 
On 25th May 2018 data protection legislation in the UK came under the provisions of the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018.  Council reviewed the obligations of the Association under 
GDPR and amended our Privacy Policy to take account of these changes. 
 
Finally, on behalf of Council, I would like to thank Gemma Pudney for all her work during the year in support of the 
Association. 
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